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" Service and the Central Intelligence Agency

eam-transmitier eémoedded Jin the
{ tha Oval Office at the White House:
ransmittar picked up and ralayed {0°a
recording. center - every conversas
tween Richard. M. Nixon, and his
isnds, and Visitors duting st ledst
ral months.in 1970, the year the formier;
idsnt launched his Secret domssticin-

nea program; Presidential tolephone:
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»icksd up by the iaser transmitler.

Tre existence in the presidential officeof
iz highiy sophisticated davice, knovii by

the coce name; “Easy.Chaif,” ramains ong,
©f the most sensitive, ciosely guarded; and:
intriguing secréts of the Nixon period./ Thig

xacwisdge is Tastricted to about a'dozed!

arsations, including those cond ucted|.

$1 - ployed as a painter by the government and

wzy pastandpre
ence Communily. But the precise purposa
of the operation, the exactidentity of those,
who orderéd the installation of thé laser!
davida under a coat of fresh paint on {he
Ovat Qifice wall, and_the ultimate dispos,
oition of the Instrumeant Temain ppcleard
sor do sve know if tapbs ware madeTof

Tiis is the third article in a.monthly serigsi
on America’s Intolligence. Cornintinity, i
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resenit officials of the Intelligy

_ernment buildings, have baen under strict

xperts belisve that such a tr

gevice nas a wansmission range of undera %
halfmile along aclear lineof sight. The laser n
beam must be aimed out a window—it tf
“would be deflected by awall. in the case of e
the Oval Office it had to go through the d
panes of the French doors leading to the ¢
Rose Garden, c
Highly reliable sources told Penthouse t
that one or more senior officials of the Secret F

are familiar with the “Easy Chair” situationin )
the White House, although they could nat t

say whether they learned of it only when the wee

laser device was discovered and removed ¢
early in August 1970, or whether they knew
at some earlier date. The sources would not |
fule out that the late J. Edgar Hoover, then |
director of the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, was also privy to "Easy Chair.” |
in any event, this super-bugging of the
presidential office looms as oné of the most
_bizarre episodes in the still unfolding story
. of domestic spying carried out by six suc-
cessive administrations. but climaxing most
.spectacularly during Nixon's tenure.
Penthouse learned of this bugging of the
Oval Office as a result of a lengthy investi-
gation. According to highly authoritative
~.sources, the person who installed the laser
transmitter, possibly on a secand attempt
when ‘an original device did not function
properly, is a foreign-born individual em-

apparently controlled by one of the intelli-
gence agencies. His name as well as a
number of other relevant details are with-
“held from publication to avoid causing sul-
“fering and embarrassrnent to persons inno-
“cently invalved in this cperation.
Investigations by Peninouse have also
_producedthe significant fact that officials of
“tha General Services Adrinisiration, which
is responsiple for the maintenance of gov-

orders from the Secrat Service since 1970
not to discuss with outsiders anything per-
taining to the painting of tne interior of the
White House. The Secret Service also is-
sued orders that all inquirizs on the subject
be immeadiately reported o it. These ordars
apply to painting foremen and their crews as
well as to other GSA employees. Penthouse
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ty Chief of Staff for Intelligence of the U.5.:
Army in Europe; the Investigation and Police:
Information Division of the U.S. Army in Eu-
rope; the Army Criminal Investigation
Command; and tne Defense Investigative
Service. It must be kept in mind that &'t this
spying is outsicie normal criminal surve C
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er these orders are exclusively related to  acting on requests from nineteen federal

the "Easy Chair” incident.

agencies and scares of locat law enforce-




